Portuguese 335

Cannibal Brazil: 

Cultural Encounters and Identity Formation in Literature and Culture
Assessment Plan:

I. Course Goals and Objectives

Both the GEC and course-specific learning objectives for CB: Cultural Encounters and Identity Formation in Literature and Culture can be summarized as follows:

1. Students will develop an understanding of the indigenous cultural practice of cannibalism in Brazil, its representation in literature and culture, and how cannibalism has become, over the centuries, one of the central symbols of Brazilian society.
2. Students will be able to articulate and evaluate from a comparative, interdisciplinary perspective the role played by cannibalism in Brazilian history and culture.
3. Students will build their research, expository, and critical thinking skills. 
4. Students will develop in the area of scholarly collaboration. 
5. Students will enhance their analytical and oratorical skills.
The proposed course will adequately articulate these goals, take appropriate steps in teaching to ensure their achievement and test for them.

II. Methods of Achieving and Assessing the Achievement of Course Goals and Objectives

· Through reading assignments students will begin to develop an understanding of the indigenous cultural practice of cannibalism in Brazil, its representation in literature and culture, and how cannibalism has become, over the centuries, one of the central symbols of Brazilian society [Learning Objective #1, CB: Cultural Encounters and Identity Formation in Literature and Culture].
· On-line participation—guided comments on and discussions of readings on a Carmen discussion board—and in-class discussions students will deepen and nuance their understanding of the cultural phenomenon, and well as initiate their ability to articulate and evaluate from a comparative, interdisciplinary perspective the role played by cannibalism in Brazilian history and culture. [Learning Objective #1 and Learning Objective #2, CB: Cultural Encounters and Identity Formation in Literature and Culture].
· Diverse writing assignments (a short comprehensive analysis of one of the primary texts as well as a longer research paper) will help students to enhance further their ability to articulate and evaluate from a comparative, interdisciplinary perspective the role played by cannibalism in Brazilian history and culture and to build research, expository, and critical thinking skills Learning Objective #2 and Learning Objective #3, CB: Cultural Encounters and Identity Formation in Literature and Culture].
· The presentation in pairs and peer-reviewing exercises will encourage students to develop in the area of scholarly collaboration [Learning Objective #4, CB: Cultural Encounters and Identity Formation in Literature and Culture]. 
· In-class discussions and both pair and individual presentations will facilitate the development of analytical and oratorical skills [Learning Objective #5, CB: Cultural Encounters and Identity Formation in Literature and Culture].
The outcome of each of the above means of achieving the course goals and objectives—i.e., all of the work that the students will be asked to do in and out of class—will be carefully evaluated to determine whether or not the students are attaining the intended knowledge and skills. 

A second and no less important gauge of how the course is working will be a mid-quarter assessment by students of how the course is working and their performance in it, taking into account the course objectives. 

Based on instructor evaluation of student work at various points during the quarter and the assessment done by students, adjustments will be made—for the following quarter that the course is taught—to the appropriate aspects of the course as needed (e.g., commutation of objectives to students, specific nature of assignments). 

III. Timeline for Assessment of Course Goals and Objectives

Each quarter that the course is taught, the following assessment calendar will be respected:

Weeks 1-10:
Evaluation of in-class on on-line discussions.

Week 5: 
Evaluation of student assessment of course and their performance in it.

Week 6: 
Evaluation of textual analysis.

Week 11: 
Evaluation of final paper. 

